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For Archos™ AV400 series and PMA400 series
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English Language Manual

Manual for Archos TV Cradle ver. 3.0  
Please visit our website to download the most recent manual and software for this product.
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1 TV Cradle Description 

By installing the TV cradle, you have an easy way to connect and disconnect your AV400 or PMA400 to or 
from your home entertainment system. Simply slip your Archos device into or take it out of the TV Cradle as 
needed. If you have scheduled television recordings to make, then just slip it into the cradle, turn it on, and 
let it make the recording while you are away. If you want to make TV recordings from a place other than 
where your TV Cradle is connected, then you can purchase the “Audio-Video Travel Cable” to bring along with 
your Archos device and record from any other audio/video source.

a  Multi-connect Plug: Connects to the AV device’s multi-connect jack.
b  Rotating mount: Allows the AV device to be viewed at 

a 60 or 90 degree angle.
c Device Slot: the slot to place the AV device into. 
d Rubber fi tting shoe: size varies slightly depending on 

which AV device you have.
e Stylus from the PMA400 for the touch screen. 
f DC-In power jack: Plug only the included Archos 

adapter/charger into this jack.
g Infrared out: Connect the IR emitter here.
h Serial connection: For future use.
i AV OUT: The audio and video cables OUT from your AV device. Goes to TV INPUTS. 
j AV IN: Connectors to get Audio and Video IN to your AV device. Goes to TV tuner OUTPUTS.
k* S-Video IN: Used to get high quality S-video into your AV device. Goes to TV tuner S-video OUT.
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l Infrared receptor: Point your Archos remote control at this surface to 
control your AV device.

 *Attention: Do not connect both the S-video IN and the yellow Video-IN at the 
same time.
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1.1 Remote Control Description

Same as your PMA400/
AV400 function buttons 

Standby / Wake Up*
Attention: The AV400 must be 
turned on fi rst by hand before 
this button can be used.

Switch between Built-in & 
External Video

 Numeric entry

Same as AV400/PMA400
Navigate, Execute & 
Escape

Go up or down one screen of 
fi les in the browser mode

Play, Pause, 
fast Forward, fast Reverse

Jump to Previous / Next fi le 

Leave Music Player to browse / Stop

Open pre-recording screen 
/ start recording 

Change the TV channel 
up / down (If the infrared 
emitter is connected).

Increase / Decrease Volume 

Mute sound
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*AV400: Each time you place the AV400 into the TV Cradle, you must turn it on via the ENTER button, not 
by the remote control’s STANDBY/WAKE UP button. Once turned on in this way, you can use the remote 
control’s STANDBY/WAKE UP button normally. It is just upon placing the AV400 into the cradle that you must 
turn it on by its ENTER button. 

*PMA400: The PMA400 is always in standby mode when not on. Thus, you can wake up the PMA400 with 
the remote control once you slip it into the cradle and connect the multi-connect plug.
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The Archos device correctly placed in the cradle (60° angle option) and multi-connect plug correctly inserted.

2.1 Connect & Test Method

Even if connecting audio-visual equipment is not your strong suit, by following our instructions and applying 
our Connect & Test method, you will be able to verify your connections as you go along, and not after you 
have hooked up everything and it doesn’t work as expected. Refer to the connection diagrams in the back of 
this manual while reading through each section.
The key to a successful installation of your TV Cradle is to make each connection then test it. If the test 
works, that’s great, then go on to the next step. If it doesn’t work, then there is no sense in connecting 
more wires and making your situation more complicated. Just go back and see if you can determine why the 

2 How to connect
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previous step didn’t work. The TEST IT section for each connection is there for you to verify that it works as 
explained before going on to the next step. By connecting and testing as you go along, you have a better 
chance of doing everything correctly the fi rst time.

2.2 Connection �: the Multi-connect Plug

Set the TV Cradle on a fl at and stable surface near enough to your television system so that 
the cables can reach around to the back of your devices. Before placing your AV device into 
the cradle, you can rotate the top dark rotating mount so that your device sits at a 90 degree 
or 60 degree angle. Now, slide your AV device into the cradle from the top downward (do not 
slide it in from the right or left). Try to put your device in the center as shown in the picture at 
the start of this chapter. Now push the multi-connect plug into the AV device until it is solidly 
touching the body of your Archos AV device.

2.3 Connection �: the Adapter/Charger

To power the TV Cradle and your AV device, plug the Archos adapter/charger into a 
wall outlet and the other end into the left most jack (labeled DC IN) on the back of the 
TV cradle. You should see the green charging light on the AV device turn on, indicating 
that power has been connected.

TEST IT: Verify that you made the correct connections.
• With your Archos AV in the cradle, turn it on*.
• Point your remote control (don’t forget to put the batteries in) at the cradle.
• While pointing at the TV Cradle, press the UP or DOWN buttons on the remote control.
• If the Archos AV responds to your remote control commands, this verifi es a correct connection.

* On the AV400, press and hold the enter button on the AV400 itself. After this point the remote control’s Standby / Wake 
Up button will work normally. 
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2.4 Connection �: the audio-visual output (AV Out)

To be able to view photos and videos on your television, use the set of three 
plugs (red, white, yellow) that are labeled AV OUT. These are your audio and 
video cables to plug into your television’s auxiliary inputs (could be on the back 
or front of your television). 
North America: Plug the Yellow connector into your television’s Video Input, the 
Red into your television’s right audio input, and the White into your television’s 
left audio input. If your television does not support Stereo sound (it has only one 
audio input), plug just the Red cable into the audio input of your television.

Europe: If connecting to the SCART connector on the back of the television, use the included SCART 
IN block. Connect the three colored AV OUT cables to the SCART IN block and then plug that into your 
television. If connecting to the front of your television, simply plug the colored AV OUT cables directly into 
those front jacks. 

TEST IT: Test now to see if you made the correct connections. 
• With the device in the cradle, play one of the sample video fi les.
• Hold down on the TV/LCD buttonfor 3 seconds (Switch to external video).
• The screen on your AV should go black.
• You should see the video now playing on your television.
• If not, switch your television to auxiliary input (often called L1 or L2 just below channel 1)
• Europe: If you don’t see the video, check to make sure you used the SCART IN block.
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2.5 Connection �: the audio-visual input (AV In)

If you want to be able to record from your television or another video device into your Archos AV device, you will have 
to send the video and audio signals into it. You will use the three cables labeled AV IN. 
North America: You will most likely get your video and audio signals from your Cable box, Satellite receiver box, or 
VCR (newer large screen TVs often have video and audio outputs on the back that can also be used). Connect the 
AV IN cable’s yellow connector to the yellow Video Out jack on your cable box, satellite box, or VCR, or TV. See the 
diagram that most nearly resembles your television set up. Now connect the Red and White cables to the cable box, 
satellite box, VCR, or TV’s Red and White Audio Out jacks. What ever is going out of the cable box, satellite box, or 
VCR to your television, is now also going to your AV400 device.
Europe: If your cable box, video cassette recorder, or satellite receiver has audio-visual outputs (red, white, yellow), 
then plug the three AV IN cables into those connections. If your cable box, video cassette recorder, or satellite receiver 
has an extra SCART output, then connect the TV Cradle’s red, white, and yellow AV IN cables into the included OUT 
SCART block (Attention: the IN and OUT SCART connectors look very similar) and then plug it into your device’s extra 
SCART output. If you have neither the audio-visual outputs nor an extra SCART output, see the next section. 

TEST IT: Verify that you made the correct connections 
• Turn on your cable box, satellite box, or video cassette recorder (VCR).
• Make sure you see a good clear television image.
• Select the icon on the AV screen called VideoCorder.
• The pre-recording screen should now show the same image on the built-in screen.
• Press the ON/ENTER button � to record what is showing on the screen (or use the Archos remote control).
• North America: If you do not see an image (or see the message ‘No Signal’), check that you connected 

the yellow cable of the AV IN to the video output of your cable box, satellite receiver, or VCR.
• Europe: If you are using a SCART output on your video cassette recorder and you do not see the image on the 

Archos device’s screen (or you see the message ‘No Signal’), check the manual of your video cassette recorder to 
make sure that the SCART connection that you plugged into is capable of video and audio output, not just input.
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2.6 Europe only: What if there is no Video Out Connection?

In the case that you do not have a second video out SCART or RCA type outputs on your video cassette 
recorder, you can obtain a 2 -1 SCART switch box from an electronics retailer or the store where you 
bought your Archos product, which will allow you to send the Video Cassette Recorder’s video and audio 
signals to your television (normal TV viewing) or to your Archos TV cradle (to make a recording). In the 
following example set up, you would switch the box to side b when you want to make a video recording. 
Attention: Do not purchase a simple splitter but rather a switchable a/b box. Splitting the video signal will 
degrade its quality.
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2.7 Connection �: the S-Video In

If you would like to get a higher quality video recording, and your video recorder, cable box or other 
video device has an S-video output, you can connect the S-video cable of your TV cradle into it. This 
will carry only the video signal to the TV Cradle and your AV400/PMA400, not the audio. 

DO NOT PLUG IN BOTH THE S-VIDEO CONNECTOR AND THE STANDARD YELLOW AV IN CONNECTOR AT 
THE SAME TIME.

TEST IT: You can test this connection the same way you test the AV In connection above.

2.8 Connection �: the Infrared Emitter

This is an optional connection. You will need to use this if you would like to change TV 
channels with the Archos remote control or if want to be able to make scheduled recordings. 
This emitter, once stuck on to your cable box, satellite receiver, or video cassette recorder, 
will be able to turn the device on and off and select channels while you are not home. If 
you simply leave your cable box, satellite receiver box, or video cassette recorder on one 
channel, then without the Infrared Emitter connected, you will only be able to record from 
one channel. That is, there will be no way for the TV Cradle to tell your cable box, satellite 
receiver, or video cassette recorder to change the channel unless you have connected this 
Infrared Emitter.

Which device to control?

You will affi x the IR Emitter to the device you normally change your TV channels with. Do you change TV channels with your 
video cassette recorder remote control, your cable box remote control, or your satellite receiver remote control? Which ever 
one of these devices changes the channel that you view, then it is on this device that you will affi x the IR Emitter.

Infrared (IR) 
Emitter
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Locating the Infrared Receptor on your VCR or Cable box

First, you must locate the infrared detector on the device. This is the small dark window (looks black or deep 
red actually) which you point your remote control at to change the channels. We will use a video cassette 
recorder (vcr) as an example, but the following is true also for a 
cable box or satellite receiver.

Look in your VCR user manual to see if it shows you where the 
infrared detector window is. If you fi nd it, then jump to the next 
step “Connecting it to the TV Cradle”.
One way to locate the infrared receptor on your VCR is to cover 
up various parts of the face of your VCR with your hand while 
changing the channels and notice at what point your VCR’s 
remote control stops working. By covering up various parts of 
the face, you will stop the infrared beam from reaching the 
infrared receptor. Keep changing the channels with your remote 
control, moving your hand over various areas until you have 
found where the infrared receptor is.

Connecting it to the TV Cradle 

Plug the connector end of the Infrared Emitter to the center jack on the 
back of the TV Cradle. This Emitter will act as your remote control for your 
scheduled recordings. 

13

Affi xing it onto your device and Setting the IR Emitter code

Now that you know where the infrared receptor is, you need to set the correct infrared emitter code on your 
AV400 or PMA400 and then affi x the IR emitter to your device. Every VCR, cable box, and satellite receiver 
has a different infrared code to tell it to turn on and off and how to change channels. With the IR emitter in 
one hand, move it over the infrared receptor on your cable box, VCR, or satellite receiver and then set the 
infrared code as explained in the full AV400 or PMA500 User Manual. Once you get the Archos unit to start 

controlling your device by infrared signals (there are test 
buttons in the infrared TV Control setting to help you), you 
can then peal off the white ring protecting the adhesive, 
and affi x the IR emitter to your device. If your regular 
remote control for this device is sensitive to distances, 
you could affi x the IR emitter slightly to the left or right of 
the device’s receptor so as not to impede the functioning 
of the regular remote control.
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